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But, a por this diſpoſition may be produttive of good, Wo muſt 


allow that, 


4 


as. 


ts 


the depravity of human natu it has peen the 


cauſe of It is au awful truth, that the natural propen- 


fty of mankind is to wickedneſs, and that, inſtead of encouraging 


one another in Hat 18 good, , they in general harden one another in 
their crimes, If we follow themultitude, it will be “' to do evil.” 
The hiſtory. of the world, Whether in its barbarous'or more civil- 


ized ſtate, is but too great a confirmation of this lamentable truth. 


There is much communion amongft men, Multitudes are crowd- 


ing together in the downwerd road. They unite in beflies, accord- 
ing debe dierent ces to Which the 2 moſt en. Here 


5 you ſee the man of pleaſure, ſurrounded by the jovial throng, he 


no Fe drm an aſſemblage of ſuch perſons as ſuit his 


, diſpoſition. ere you ſee the man who values riches above all 


other objects, eager to unite with thoſe from whom he is likely to 


gain ſome advantage,' and quitehappy when he thinks he has form- 


ed a good conneftion. But if you turn your eyes to Wiſdom's 
ath, yon will diſcern but here and there a traveller, You will 


Tee few of thoſe ſtrong indications of pleaſure in each other's com- 


pany which you obſerve in the former, andlittle of that eager deſire to 


communicate their ſentiments. Chriſtians live too much like 


ſtrangers to one another. The children of this world are in this, 
as in many other rgſpe&s, wiſer than the children of light, They 
certainly act more. gonfiſtently. - 55 Fenn 
Theſe and other circumſtances, that might be mentioned, render 
the ſubje& propoſed for our preſent confideration very important, 
Chriſtian.Communion is not Aach or improved as it ought to be. 


We therefore call for your ſerious attention, while we endeavour 


to point out yout obligations to this duty—to enumerate ſome of the 
advantages of it—and to ſuggeſt ſome means of promoting it, —God 
grant that à bleſſing may accompany: our feeble efforts! 
Our obligations to this duty will appear, if we conſider, that it 
is the tendeney of religion in- general, and of Chriſtianity in par- 
ticular, to promote communion. 

Under the different diſpenſations in which God has revealed him- 
ſelf, religion has always induced its profeſſors to withdraw from 
the unbelieving world, and to ynite with each other. Even whe 

ciety was in its infancy, and many reaſons might have rendere 
it deſirable for all to aſſociate together, it appears that the religious 
Poſterity of Seth had little or no connection with the profligate de- 


| Icendants of Cain. They are ſtyled, in ſcripture, the ſons of God, 


pg they, as ſuch, enjoyed communion with him and with one an- 
other. 80 e e 
- Abraham, the father of the faithful, at the divine command, left 


his native place to go to a land to which he was a ſtranger, that he 


might not be contaminated by the vices of his forefathers. The 


Almighty fixed upon his defcendants as his peculiar pe ople, among 
whom the true religion ſhould be. preſerved till the nz of the 
Meſffiah. They were required to aſſemble frequently for religions 
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fa) 
purpoſes ; ind the book of 70 | 
not. only fervent piety towards ut intimate communion 


amongſt good men, under that diſpenſation. The daily oblati 
| Larvae of the ſabbath, and th& frequent me ally th took | 


the o 
together to Jeruſalem, muſt haye tended to*promote ſocial religion, 
As a. nation, it is true, they often apoſtatized from God, yet, in 
the darkeſt 1 there were ſome among them who feared him, 
ind Ipake often-ons te other, 28 
But though, in reading the Old Teſtament, we ſhall find many 
intimations, that good men in thoſe. early ages held communion 
with each other, we muſt obſerve that chriſtianity, which was de- 
ſigned to be more generally diffuſed in the weak, has a more par- 
ticular tendency to promote lit. 
Whether we conſider the nature of the doctrines of chriftianity— 
the example of its Founder—the ſpirit and diſpqfition. it inſpires— 
or the duties it enjoins, it will appear to be admirably calculated 
to anſwer this 2 . | 5 „ 
Such is the nature of the goſpel, that, when rightly underſtood, 


* 
* 


it muſt cauſe the mind to expand in generous feelings, and in 


will to mankiad, Here we behold the moſt wonderful diſplay of 


diſintereſted, unmerited love, © God ſo loved the world, that he 


gave his only-begotten Son.“ Can you, brethren, conſider this 
pab e, and not feel the force of the apoſtle's appeal? If God ſo 
loved us, we ought likewiſe to love one andther.'” Were falva- 
tion obtained by our own. righteouſneſs, we might, in the per- 


ſuaſion of the Een of aur own. attainments, look down with 


contempt upon our fellow creatures, and ſay, Stand by, we are 
holier than you, But boaſting is here excluded; we are all guilty 
before God; and if we are ſaved, it muſt be by grace alone; 

ove enters into the ſpirit of chriſtianity, and the more you 
contemplate its nature, the more you will feel of that divine prin- 
ciple, both towards God and your fellow-chriſtians, The wiſ⸗ 


ls evidently ſhews, that there was + 


dom, which cometh, from above, is pure, peaceable, gentle, eaſy ' 


to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without pattiality 
and without hypocriſy. 
that he exemplified and enforced ſocial religion, Though he was 
the Son of God, and declared himſelf poſitively to be fo, he did 
not diſdain to call us, worms of the Fat, his brethren. He did 
not command his attendants to 2E an humble diſtance; we ſee 
nothing moroſe or reſerved in his character and deportment, 
He did not, like John the Baptiſt, retire into the wilderneſs. 
He aſſociated familiarly with mankind. Multitudes flocked to him 
12 he came: but beſides his occaſional hearers, there were 


of intercourſe with him and each other. They followed him, as 
his companions, wherever he went. After he had retired ſrom the 
crowd, we frequently find him converſing with them, and explain- 
ing the parables to them. He bore with their ſimplicity; 3 

: ? "ER ; „ I wered 


ho had relinquiſhed their former purſuits, for the purpoſe. 


Review the conduct of our divine Maſter, and you will find | 


32 


— 


lowers of the meek, the lowly, the 22 1 dle By this, 


4 N 
fwered their inquiries with the cn readineſs, and ſhewed, on 


all occafions, the moſt affectionatg regard for them. Through the 
whole courſe of his public life and particularly at the cloſe of it 
when he delivered his farewell diſcourſes, he exemplified that kin 
diſpoſition which we gught to feel for each other. He hath left us 
an example of Chriſtian communion, © © + Z 
The new commandment which he gave to his difciples, and to all 
his followers,” Was, that they ſhould love one another,” and in 
this is certainly included the communion of chriſtians, What is 
communion but the expreſſion of this love? Wherever love ex- 
iſts, it will evidence itſelf in this wh That fame command, there- 
fore, on which Chriſt laid ſo much 
our brother, equally requires us to maintain communion with him, 
We might remind you of many other duties which Chriſt incul- 
cated, all of Which tend to promote communion, What are 
the diſpoſitions of mind particularly neceſſary? Is it neceſſary 


to lay afide anger, wrath, malice, bitterneſs? Theſe are poſitively 
' prohibited by the Chriſtian Lawgiver. Is it neceſſary to cultivate 


a forgiving ſpirit=—humility; meekneſs, difintereſtedneſs * Theſe 


diſpoſitions Chriſt required of his followers, and was himſelf a 
moſt bright example of them. So much do they enter into the 


ſpirit of ere £ that to put them on is to put on Chriſt, In 
our prayers we are*commanded to fay Our Father, to teach us, that 
we ought to be 1 not only for ourſelves, but for others, 
If the diſciples oh any occaſion manifeſted an unfociable, ſelfiſh 
diſpoſition, *. reproved them for it, and ſhewed them the impro- 
priety of their conduct, as his followers. He aſſured them, that if 
they would be truly great, it muſt be by acts of kindneſs and con- 


deſcenſion, = Tr the meaneſt offices. When Peter put 
, 


the inquiry to 


+ How often ſhall my brother fin againſt m 


and I D uni) foyer tixiteP Chriſt ſays untq him, N 


until ſeven times, but until ſeventy times ſeven.“ Sometimes 


warns them not to give offence to the meaneſt of thoſe who bes” 


* 


lieved on him. Theſe circumſtances, if properly conſidered, ſhe 


bow effentially communion enters into the ſpirit of the chriſtian 


religion, Of ſuch importance are theſe ſocial tompery that with 


out them we give no ſufficient evidence of our being the real fol, 


he 3 all men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye love one 
an * ? * 4 e „„ 


ther. 5 


& 
* 


4 s the nature of chriſtianity gradually diſcloſed itſelf, its ten- 
. | dency to promote the diſpoſition we are now ſpeaking of appeared 


more and more, — | 
The diſtin&ion between Jews and gentiles, which had been very 


great, ſubſided ; it was declared, that he that feareth God, of every 
nation is acce 1 . 
twain. In Obrist Jeſus all have acceſs by one Spirit to the Father. 
Though once ſtrangers and foreigners, they are now fellow-citizens 
bof the ſaints, and of the houſehold of God. its 


ted of him. The veil of ſeparation was now rent in 
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plies the cloſeſt connection, 
vate chriſtian communion. owever they may have differed in 
bother reſpefts, they now become hrethren ; it is their duty and 
privilege to act to each other as ſuchiz,yIf Chriſt is the vine, they 
are the branches, joined to him and to each other. If he is the 
corner - ſtone, they individually belong to the fame building, and 
ought to be cemented one to-another. They are, to uſe a ſtronger 


figure, members of the ſame body, of which Chriſt is the head.- 


There ought, therefore, to be a fellow-feeling, ſince if one mem- 
ber ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with it. There is a kind of fel- 
lowſhip between all real chriſtians,—a fellowſhip of intereſts, of 
comforts, of privileges, and duties. They are partakers of the 


ſame hope of the goſpel, and of the ſame common ſalvation; * 


of the fame love, renewed by the ſame ſpirit, heirs of the lame 
promiſes, adopted into the ſame family; they axe, in ſhort, all one 
in Chriſt, —— What are the ideas, brethren, that we ought to affix 
to theſe terms, which are ſo frequently made uſe of i the inſpired 
writers, when deſcribing the diſciples of Chriſt ? Are not theſe 
ſtrong expreſſions deſigned to ſet forth that communion which 
- ſhould not only ſubſiſt between them and Chriſt, but between 
one another ? | | "ol 
The apoſtles of Chriſt, who had every-oppgrtunity of ſtudying 
the ſpirit of chriſtianity, and the example of their divine Matter, 
yas equally ſolicitous to promote the ſame diſpoſition. : 
e 


eſtabliſhed religious ſocieties for the edification of the new con- 
verts, Over theſe they watched with the tendereſt care, and par- 
1 - , ticularly explained to them their duties to each other. For a proof 
7 : of this we need but refer you to the 7 they wrote to the infant 
FE „ churches, Never were the duties of chriſtians to each other more 
* beautifully ſet forth than in theſe writings of the apoſtles. By the 


* 


38 love of God, by the meekneſs and gentleneſs of Chriſt, by a regard 
. for the divine honour, and the proſperity of the church, exhorta- 
. | +=; tions to unity are enforced, N N 


Ihe apoſtle Paul, who was taught the nature of the goſpel oy 2 
eh W 2 revelation from heaven, breathes, throughout his epiſtles, 
the ſpirit of chriſtian communion, Scarcely can we open any part 
| of them, but we muſt perceive that tender concern for thoſe to 


1 7 3 


os ins and ends his letters with the moſt affeftionate ſalutations. 
© hatever ſubjef he hay been diſcuſſing in the former part of his 


in 


| relating to their condutt to each other. He exhorts them to 
1 walk in love as Chriſt hath loved them; to be attentive not onl 

| to their own intereſts, but to thoſe of others; to forbearance wit 
| the weak and ignorant; not to pleaſe, themſelves; to mrs e in 
| E 


+ + 1 


Weep, 


» - ., 


ſets foxth our obligations to culti- 


d not ſatisfy themſelves with preaching the word to all 
that came to hear, but, wherever they laboured with ſucceſs, they 


whom he writes, which is the reſult of this amiable ſpirit. He be- 
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The relation, in — ſubſiſting between chriſtians, im. 


epiſtles, he-uniformly yes them, towards the cloſe, directions 


the »Miftions and comforts of others; to weep with thole thap 
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| ſupper unded greatly to di 
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| weep, and to rejoice with thoſe tae fc ; to avoid contentions 
and diſputes, keeping the unity of the 


y pirit in the bond of peace. 
But to enumerate all the paſlagey that might be adduced to this pur- 
, would be to tranſcribe aconſiderable part of the epiſtles them- 
ves. In this reſpe& the different writers all agree. The epiſtles 
of Peter, and of ohn, the beloved difciple, all breathe the fame 
ſpirit, and all conguce to the ſame end. Had we no other evidence 
of the 'tendeney of chriſtianity to promote communion, theſe 


epiſiles are more than ſufficient, . | ** 
In the hiftory of the primitive church, we ſhall ſee the beſt com. 


ment on the exhortations with which the New Teſtament abounds. 
From the ſhort account given us in the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
as well as from the epiſtles, it is evident that chriſtians, in thoſe 


early ages, were. moſt 8 united together. They not only 


attended the public aſſemblies, but, as the facred hiſtorian informs 
us, they continued ſtedfaſt in the apoſtles! doctrine, and in fellow- 
ſhip, and in breakmg of bread, and in prayer. It appears that 
though many of he converts had come to Jeruſalem from re- 


mote parts, and would otherwiſe ſoon have returned, they continued 


there a conſiderable time, not only that they might hear the word, 
but enjoy the fellowſhip of believers. The ſweeteſt harmony 
reigned amongſt them. They were united in the purſuit of divine 


truth. One heart and one foul animated the whole multitude of 


them that believed. O happy ſociety! How Ro how de- 
lightful, the commugyhn of 4 while they thus walked in the 
„nns Holy Ghoft, and were 
1 . 1 8 | | | % 
Neither the violence of perſecution, nor the ridicule of the world, 
could induce them to relinquiſh that fellowſhip which was ſo dear 
to them. Whether they were diſmiſſed from the tribunal, or mi- 
raculouſly releafed out of priſon, they immediately went to their 
own company, Whom ny Fr found praying for them. 
They not only met on the day of the week, but, for ſome time 
at leaſt, they united every day in the afts of communion, They 
vrere daily in the temple, probably in ſome retired part of it, where 


rhey aſſembled to offer up prayers and ſupplications to the Almighty. 


'The multitude of them that believed were together, and engaged in 
the exerciſes of religion with gladneſs aid fingleneſs of heart, 

The fellowſhip of primitive chriſtians extended to participation 
not only of ſpiritual but of temporal bleffings. They ſold- their 


| polſcſions, and laid the money at the apoſtles feet, that it might | 


at their diſpoſal, © Their minds were fo much taken up with re- 


| ligion, and the fellowſhip of chriſtians, that they were willing to 


forego any attention to their ſecular affairs and worldly intereſts, 
They went from houſe to houſe, as convenience ſuited, and, no 


doubt, their common repaſts were ſeaſoned with the moſt edifying 
converſation. The frequency of the adminiſtration of the Lord's 
fule harmony and friendſhip among 


them. 


. "7 


* * 
8 * 
= 2 8 
x * 


them. This ordinance wa mes followed by their fealty 
of charity, which | ſeem to have been principally defigned to 
promote a ſociable diſpoſition among chriſtians, At the concluſion 
of the public meetings, they teſtified'their love to each other, by 
collections for the poor ſaints in their om ſociety, and in other 
places. Such was the conduct of the profeſſors of our holy reti- 
ion in primitive times. Among the virtues which diſtinguiſhed 
hem, there were none for hich they were more remark ble than 
their regard for each other,*whether preſent or abſent, and the un- 
affected umplicity of their condutt. | Tk: 
From what has been ſaid, we may certainly infer, that the com- 
munion of ſaints is of divine inſtitution ; that as it is a principle im- 
planted in our nature to aſſociate with our fellow- creatures, 
chriſtianity is ſo far u repreſſing theſe feelings, that it refines 
and exalts them: this appears from the nature of its doctrine, the 
example of its Author, the duties it requires, he general exhorta- 
tions of the apoſtles, and the lives of the itive chriſtians. 
Mere it neceſſary to produce further provfe of this, we might ob- 
ſerve, that, in giving up ourſelves to the church of Chriſt, we lay 
ourſelves. under obligations to maintain chriſtian - communion. 
Many perſons are apt to think, that if they join a ſociety of 
chriſtians, attend the miniſtry of the ward, and partake of the or- 


—_ 


| dinances, they do all that is neceſſary. Theſe they do merely 


to filence. the upbraidings of their conſcienites; they haue no 
fy ſenſe of the importance of the fellowſhip bf ſaints. But was 
this the ſpirit of primitive chriſtians? Does our Saviour call for 
nothing more at our hands, as his profeſſing followers? Are there 
no ſocial duties incumbent upon us ? We leave u to anſwer theſe 

t is true, one e end of church-fellowſhip is, that we 
may. unitedly partake of the ordinances; but we aught to re- 
member that they aye but means. The principal defign is, that, 


as heirs of the ſame promiſes, we may promote one another's wel- 


my + we engage, as occaſion may require, to inſtru&, to warn, to 
com 


Chriſt, but, alas! how little of it appears at preſent. May not the 
inquiry be. juſtly put to many profeſſors of chriſtianity, “ What 
do ye more than others ?” —As members of a chriſtian ſociety, do 
we cultivate a fellow-feeling for each other ? Do we warn, reprave, 


and exhort with ul lopg-ſuffering ? Do we feel a particular in- 


tereſt in the welfare of thoſe to-whom we are united? Do we 
with them in their diſtreſſes, as well as rejoice with them in their 


conſolations ? Would to God that more of this diſpoſition were 
evident! | | 13 0 Wo! 


We might likewiſe obſerve, that, oY members of religious ſo- 
cieties, it is incumbent upon us to exerciſe thoſe talents which God 


has given us. As every man has received the gift, ſo let him 


3 mile * 


999 


2TH after having conſidered what has been before fi ed. 


ort each other. Conſcious of our on perſonal weakneſs and 
inability to reſiſt our ſpiritual enemies, we unite together for mu- 
tual aſſiſtance. Juch a ſpirit kas manifeſted itſelf in the church of 


2 
3 


0 4 


ter.” Cb W calls h theſe talents into exer⸗ 
cile, and no man, however inconfiderable his abilities, ought to 
n excuſe. A in the human body the members have dif- 


» 


0 | ferent offices, ſome more hofburable, others of an inferior n 


_z 


ſo in the church, Which is the body of Chriſt, every member is 
uired to promote the welfare of the reft, If the members of the 
body be inattive, and refuſe to exert themſelves, the vital frame 
decays; fo, likewiſe, if there be no exertion amongft the followers 
of Chriſt, the myſtical body, the church, lamguiſnes. 
Finally, as an expreſſion of love to Chriſt; you are under the 
| obligations thus to ſhew your love to the faints, by com- 
munion with them. Were the bleſſed Redeemer to make his ap- 
3 upon Earth, as he once did, how would you manifeſt your 
love to him? Certainly, by perſonal attendance, and a defire after 
intercourſe ' with Him. Now, though Chriſt is not thus preſent 


| 3 in a bodily form, he is ſo by his church and people, who 


NIE ©} are reprei 
Adauone to himſel 


e. Whatever is done to them, he confiders as 
| f. I therefore we have no defire after fellowſhip 
with them, as belqnging to him, how can we prove that we have 
any real regard for him, or that we have communion with him f 
17 you love not your brother whom you have ſeen, how can you 
Trove to e or to others, that you love God whom you 
zave not ſeen ?; 1 ee 
When our blefſed Lord is giving an account of the proceſs of 
the laſt day, he dwells particularly upon the kind diſpoſitions 
evidenced towards his people. Come ye bleſſed of my Father, 


ſays he, inherit eh kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 


the world. I was @ ſtranger and ye took me in, naked and ye clothed 
me; I was fick c e me: I was in priſon and ye came unto 
me, Theſe w acts of kindneſs, which they were conſcious they 

had not done ti him perſonally ; but he declares that inaſmuch” as 
they had done them to the leaſt of his followers they had done them 


Bretbren, if theſe conſiderations will not impreſs your minds 


with a ſenſe of the importance of chriſtian communion, we know 


deavour to enumerate” 


- 


not What will. However you may differ in other reſpetts, the 
name of Chriſtian impoſes upon you the ſtrongeſt obligations thus 
to manifeſt your love to God, and to each other. g 

But let us confider the fubject in another point of view, and en - 


* 


Some of the Advantages attending Cxriſtian Communion. And 
here, brethren, we hope to ſhew you, that in this as well as in other 
parts of the divine cxconomy, the duty and privileges ofthe chriſtian 


dre moſt intimately comme&ed. That there are difficulties in the 


# * . 


- 


+ 
- 


de made, whether the advantages * 


Way, ariſing from the imperfeQion of human nature, will not be 
ed The painful rience of many of you, in your paſt in- 
tercourſe with mankind, may perhaps make you inſenfible of the 
benefits which may hence be dene But, if the inquiry ſhould 


do not much more than 
counter - 
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counterbalance e diſcs ial ding. it, we need not kefita 
what anſwer ought to be given. Nuno d of en e n 
al paſt ages has been a ung proof of its excellency. Many 
ave conhdered communion with the faints, next to comm. ion 
with God himſelf, the moſt deſirable all bleffings. « "4 
Let us confider it as a means of gaining religious knowledge. Public 
. worſhip is certainly of very great importance, But of thoſe wl 
attend the piraſtry of the word, how few are there who appear to 
be profited. by it! They are ever learning, but never come to the 
 faving knowledge of the truth. They do not give themſelves the 
trouble to think about religion, with any In to their 0 
conſciences, much leſs do they make it the ſubject of conyerſatio 
in their ſocial hours. What they hear produces no permanent 8 
upon their minds, but paſſes N as a tale that is told. Is not this 
too true a deſcription of many hearers of the word ? and need wi 
wonder that they have fo little acquaintance, even in theory, wi 
the truths of chriſtianity? _ | eee 3 
But to turn our attention to thoſe who are beginning to be truly 
religious. Such perſons have to ſtruggle with many difficulties, 
eſpecially if th 1 — — no ſerious acquaintance to encourage them, 
and to confirm their wavering purpoſes. As they are juſt emergi 
from the gloom of nature's dar 4 all is ſtrange and unaccountable 
to them. Though they diſcern a ſuperior excellency in chriſtianity, 
their ideas, on many religious ſubjects, are confuſed and indiſtin&. 
Their fituation reſembles that of the Ethioplan eunuch ; thoug 
he had been at Jeruſalem to worſhip, and was, as he travelled in 
his chariot, cloſely engaged in reading the * age when the 
. was put to him, Underſtandeſt thou what thou readeſt ? 
is anſwer was, How can I underſtand except ſime one teach me? 
Though God, in the converſion of a ſinner, not only changes the 
heart, but alſo illuminates the mind, the progreſs of knowledge is 
gradual, and no proper means for the acquiſition of it ought to be 
neglected. In that beautiful deſcription of repenting finners, 
which you find Jer. I. they are repreſented as aſking the eh to 
Zion, with their faces thitherward. Aſking the way implies diffi- 
culty, and a conſciouſneſs of ignorance. They aſk the way, there- 
fore, not only of the miniſters of the word, but of others who are 
travelling in the ſame direction. Thoſe who. are farther advanced 
in the chriſtian life ought to ſeek out perſons, who are thus upon 
the inquiry about religion, to endeavour to gain their confidence 
and affectlön, to drop à Word of encouragement to them, by in- 
ſenſible degrees to lead them on, and to explain to them the way 
of God more perfectly. „ 3 8 
Chriſtian conference is one of the beſt means of acquiring reli- 
gious knowledge ; the mind js thus brought into proper exerciſ 
its powers are ſtrengthened, and its conceptions enlarged. Tho 


who. at firſt gave very imperfett accounts of religion, by hearing 
the ſentiments of others, and endeayouring to explain their owny - 
in ee thuk more dee Hy. mare. Os, e 


- 
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enabled to give a reaſon of the hope that is in them with meekneſs 
We would farther rec chriſtian communioti, as tinding ts 
Promote the power of religion uon the min. 3 

The communion, of good men b ngs forth the graces of the 
Spirit into exerciſe. ndet its auſpicious influence, faith, hope, 
umility and meekneſs grow exceedingly. As it is founded upon 
ve, ſo it greatly incteaſes it. We inſenſibly feel our hearts more 


Che mind is thus ſtimulated to greater exertions, a holy emulation 
takes place; zeal for God inflagies the ſoul ; reſolutions for ho- 
lineſs are formed; ſpiritual comfort and a bleſſed hope are enjoyed. 
The weak are ſtrengthened, the deſponding cheared, and the en- 

livened chriſtian brings forth fruit with patience. The truth of 
at the wiſe man aſſerts has often been experienced, that, * as iron 
arpeneth iron, ſo che countenance of a man his friend. Such is 
the nature of living truths, and ſuch the convincing power of the 


1s animated by them. Did not our hearts bufn within us,“ 
Maid the diſciples to each other, in recollecting the unexpected in- 
terview which the had with the Saviour, © while he talked with 
us by the way, and opened the ſcriptures urito us ? A ſimilar effect 
has often been ee by communion with the followers of 
Chriſt. As in a Tighted fire, though ſmall at firſt, the flame com- 
tmunicates from ont conibuſkible to ariother, and the heat of each 
particular part is increaſed by thoſe in contact with it; ſo, by 


_ Ehriſtian communion, the flame of divine love ſpreads from one 
heart to another thoſe who unite in it catch the fire, whilſt 


gree of warmth, - | | 
If chriſtian communion be a duty of divine obligation, we ean - 


ſecluded chriſtians, like ſcattered embers, ſcarcely retain any de- 


not, ifi the neglect of it, expect that our ſouls will ptoſper ; we 


ſhall be barren and urifruitful in the work of the Lord. Many 
promiſes of God, relative to growth in grace, and improvement in 


- religion, can only be applicable to perſons united in ſociety with 


each other. Where two or three meet in my name, there am I 
in the midſt of them, to bleſs them.“ They that be planted in the 
Houſe of the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in the courts of our God.” If 
chriſtian communion be properly attended to, you will not on!. 
find your knowledge increaſed, but it will ripen into wiſdom, and, 


fo far as it is reducible to practice, into experience. By comparing 


the effects divine truths produte on your own minds, with their 


* 


prion on thoſe of others, you will learn more of their nature 


Aud influence; you will get acquainted with the human heart, and 
thus, leaving the firſt principles, you will go on to perfection. 


Ide influence of fociety, with he to moral character, is evi- 
Aent wherever you caft your eyes. The man who keeps compan 


Rag with the notoriouſly wicked, either is. ſo himſelf already, of will 
x IN Inevitably" be cont inated With their” vices ; on the contrary, 
BY 9 | ; | you | 


— 2 1 95 


word, that we cannot ſpeak of them ſeriouſly, without feeling our 


nd more united to thoſe with whom we hold ſocial intercourſe, 
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the energetic expreſſion of the apoſtle, 


cavils of inſßidels, to exemplify 


_ cannot long unite wit it fc 
For piety cowards God, and benevolence towards man, without « 
miring their excellencies, and defiring to be like them. In thus 


* 
* 
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walking with wiſe men, you will yourſelves become wiſe, while , 


2 companion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed#* 7 
No attainments in grace can render this communion unneceſſary. 


As the young chriſtian ſtands. in need of it to acquire e 


and to gain experience, ſo it is equally neceſſary to the advanc 
n for maintaining that ſpirit Which he has already im- 
bibed,. and improving, thoſe graces which have been formed in his 
foul. The beſt of men feel fo much oppoſition from within and 
m without, that they want all the aſſiſtance that can be obtained 
to anſwer. this end. Chriſtians are therefore frequently deſcribed 


as helpers of each other, and, if they are ſuch, it muſt be in the 


diſcharge of thoſe duties which imply fellowſhip and communion. 
Acting under the influence of ſuch a diſpoſition, we ſhall, to uſe 
| Confider one auother, to pro- 
voke unto love and t good works, We ſhall not ſuffer one another to 
fink into a ſupine, negligent ſtate of mind. As fellow-travellers to 
forward ſuch as are fainting by the way. In thus affociating to- 
gether, we ſhall beguile the tedious. hours in this waſte-howlin 


Zion, 70 more yigorous will encourage the feeble, and will help 


aul forgst the difficulties of the way, and reach at Zion" 
' ill. + pas Ho 8. *4k Ho „ oa» $..#3.*3 "9:7 > als 475. 


8 


But to extend our yiews on the fubject ſtill farther, and to con- 


hder chriſtian communion as affecting the intereſts of religion in 
general, as a 25 ervative againſt infidelity, and as tending to pro- 
duce ꝗ revival, religion in the world, _ . I 
live in a period when many are apoſtatizing from the faith, 
3nd, with the greateſt boldneſs, denying not only the circum- 
ſtantials, but the eſſential truths of chriſtianity, The love of many 
waxeth cold, The ſtandard of infidelity is openly exalted agai 
the croſs of Chriſt. Are theſe times when chriſtians ſhould fit down 
at their caſe, regardleſs of the common cauſe, and the common dan- 
ger ? Shall the diſciples of * ſpend their ſtrength in un- 
hriſtian- like diſputes, when the enemy is endeavouring, by open 
hoſtilities, and ſecret machinations, to overthrow the whole ſyſtem 


God forbid that this ſhould be the caſe. Should we not ſtrive to- 


gether for the faith of the goſpel, and maintain cloſe union with 
each other, that we be not like 4 ſcattered here and there with- 
out a ſhepherd! Does it not become us not only. to ſtudy the evi- 
dences of chriſtianity, that we may be able to give a reaſon of the 
hope that is in us, but, for our own ſakes, as well as to filence the 
thoſe tempers which chriſtianity 

inſpires, _ N | ; 
The hiſtory of the church, through ſucceſſive ages, —_— 
proves that religion has received its deepeſt wounds from the handy 


of its profeſſed friends. It is enough to make us fit down and 
weep, When we reflect how often the church has been torn by in- 


ternal 


* 
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reritht difſeritions, which have ariſenAbout the molt trifling mats 
ters; how often, on this account, the name of Chriſt has been blaſ. 
phemed, and the cauſe of religion eſſentially injured! The moſt 

jolent perſecutions have been leſs prejudicial to chriſtianity than 
the prevalence of ſuch a» diſpoſition. When the infidel fees the 
rofeflors of religion ready to bite and to devour each other, it con- 


rinciples lead them to ſuch a line of conduct. Do you wiſh, 
drethren, that this odium may be wiped away? Do you wiſh to 
Put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men ? Do it not only by the 
orce of argument, but by giving them a living proof of the ſupe- 
rior excellence of chriſtianity ; ſhew them that it conſtrains you to 
love one another, and ſo to fulfil the law of Chriſt, Our bleſſed 
Lord, juſt before he took leave of his diſciples, prayed, that they 
might be ane, one in affection, one in heart, that the world, ſays 
ie, may believe that thou haft ſent me ; that, ſeeing the influence of 
chriſtianity, they may be convinced of its truth and reality, While 
we thus, in communion with each other, feel its power on the 
mind, we ſhall, not be ſuffered to cheriſh uncomfortable doubts 
_ reſpeRing its reality, having the witneſs in ourſelves, and ſeeing 
its efficacy in others. The world at large will be conſtrained to 
confeſs, that God is with us of a truth, do i dT r 
We beg your p 


jcular attention, dear brethren? to this part of 
our ſubje&t. You may not have an opportunity of examining mi- 
nutely the evidences of chriſtianity ; you may not be capable of 
« Eomprehending all the arguments that might be adduced to prove 
its truth, but, if you ſuitably improve the ſight you enjoy, and en- 
deavour to a& formobly to the diving precepts, relating to your 
duty to God and your fellow-chriſtians, you will have ſuch a per- 
| {ualion of the reality and excellency of our haly religion, as muſt 
atisfy the mind, and arm you againſt the efforts of the enemies of 
Four faith, This is a kind of evidence which does not call for the 
aid of learning or eloquence, It is evidence that ſpeaks to the 
heart; the ſhafts of ridicule, or the ſophiſtry of the wiſe, will 
make little impreſſion on him who enjoys it. Who ſhall 
Barm you, if ye are thus followers of that which is good?” 
_ Chriſtianity met with great oppoſition when it was firſt propa- 
35 in the world, It had no temporal intereſt to ſupport it. 
The teachers and profeſſors of it were moſt of them plain, illiterate 
men. How did they filence the tongue of ſlander ? How did they 
prove to the world its ſuperior excellency? By the happy change 
t produced in them, and particularly by their er to and commu- 
nion with one another. Their enemies were conſtrained to cry 
. Out, © Behold how theſe chriſtians love one another!“ | 
|, We lament the low ſtate of religion amongſt us, that the cauſe of 
+ Chriſt languiſhes in many places, We are ready to impute it to a 
Variety of ſecondary cauſes. But are not we ourſelves more im- 
} plicated'in the charge than we are ready to imagine? Is not the de- 
Fay of chriſtian communion amongſt us one principal cauſe = wh 
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Arms him in his averſion to religion itſelf; he infers, that their 


- A411 ES. 
When this communjon is ores to its primitive ſimplicity, th 
and not till then, may we hope to fee a revival of religion. It ig 
evident, that many profeſſed chriſtians attend one place of worſhiz 
in preference to another, merely on at count of what they hear fro 
the pulpit; they have no attachment te the people themſelves, and 
no defire to enjoy the benefits of communien with them. N 
we to wonder, that, where this is the caſe, ſocteties fluctuate, anc 
| often decline ? If we feel no intereſt in a plies, but becauſe the 
_ miniſter pleaſes us, and are fo little concerned about its profperityy 
that we can leave it on ſlight My we the proper bond of union 
is wanting, We ought to manifeſt a diſintereſted concern for the 
wel fare of Zion, more of the true ſpirit of chriſtian communion, 
and under the influence of it we ſhall be ſtimulated, when affairs 
are diſcouraging, to be moſt conſtant in our attendance, moſt 
_ watchful over ourſelves and others. It is particularly deſirable, 
that thoſe, whoſe experience and fervent piety qualify them for it, 
K mould exert themſelves in this cauſe. It is the heſt, the moſt noble 
cauſe in which we can pe engage. We addreſs you ſeriouſly, 
as you value the intereſts of religion, and as you wiſh to fee a re- 


Go —— nn or — — 
* 


vival of it in the World, dare not to __— your duty, By focial 
Trayer, by affectionate exhortations, erideavour 5 to ſtrengthen the 
25 5s that remain, and axe ready to die“. . 
When the followers of Chriſt are ſcattered here and there, fo 
that there is little or no connection between them, how is it 5 
in the very nature of things, that their number ſhould be increaſed? 
Zion then appears as though no man regarded her; ſhe hangs her 
barp on the willows ; the Fits down diſconſolate and forlori; but 
when the ſpirit of chriſtian communion is diffuſed, what encourage- 
ment is given to inquiring ſouls? They are conſtrained, while they 
behold your ſtedfaffneſs and zeal, to fay, We will go with you, 
for we ſee that God is with you of a truth,” Zion then travaileth, 
and bringeth forth children. Converts reſort to the church, as 
doves to their windows. The accounts we have upon record, of 
remarkable revivals of religion in early and later periods, prove 
the truth of what is here aſſerted. _ | | | 
O God, where is thy zeal and thy ſtrength ? Wilt thou not ap- 
pear for us as in former times ? Witt thou not revive us again, 
that thy people may rejoice 'in thee? Wilt thou not unite our 
hearts to each other, that we may be united to thee in à perpetual | 
- covenant, never to be forgotten '——Surely the vows of -God are 
upon us; let us humble ourſelves before him; let us ſupplicate | 
him, that he would be pleaſed to heal all our backſlidings, and in- 
creaſe our attachment to his cauſe, and our love to one another. 
Confider, further, the advantage of chriſtian communion in times 
of temptation. The ways in which Satan tempts men are exceed- 
ingly diverſified, Good men are ſometimes tempted, through dif- 
belief of what God has ſaid, togloomineſs and deſpondency of mind 
It is the nature of temptations of this kind to prey upon the ſpirits, 
and to debilitate the mental powers ; the danger is therefore pag 
n 8 1 _ : . N : p 0 ö 


8 condolence and tender attention of a friend, to remind 


ing the . rent oi under the preſſure. of ſueh 


5 Paal n cannot ſummop 


PPD p .their powers. ey are 

y to deſpair of ever more ſeemg Fd in the land of the living, 

nd "to ſay, My ſtrength and 2 periſhed from the 
chriz e can 


t theſe bases 175 
BR the pathetic language öf Dauid, when, in ſimilar circumſtances ; 
Why axt thou caſt down, O my foul, apd why art tho, dil. 
-  quieted within me, hope thou in God." "He not ſo able t 
judge of his own caſe as others Wed is þ elaered. it has loſt 
hold of eh How dehrab e, how neceſſary to him, thus de- 
prived of the comfortable ente a; God preſence, f is the ſ . 
m 0 
paſt experience, of the faithfulneſs of God, the ind him of the 
| golpel, the freeneſs and fulneſs of grace, to take up the impreſlive 
n 0 "Ks Peli we before mentioned, and {ay unto him, 
_*Why art Fo caſt down, 5 chriſtian, hope in God, Whatever 
n ma Aussee das ſtill an objet o the divine favour.— 
The Lor. y fo 5 big 1 
dend r him, e will ſurely come, he will not tarr 
mr 4 fre 'and backfſi dings of wood good Be 2 are awful . of the 
ef tene ind of he 1 of chriſtian communion. 
Wwe hall generally End that theſe took * either when they had 


voluntarily Ric themſelves from, the ſociety vf God's ſaints,” 


or W * th * IR rom particular gircumſtances, revented the 


an e vo mother Ede, when alone, to 


enjoy it, 
FN Wer ig” e Foth rhidden frui Can ve 100 zole that David, that 2 
„that Peter 7, Wit othe B hat might named, would have fa 


ſo dreadfully, if they had ſought the frien' Abe Lee of thoſe ho | 
t 


were not at the rg wad os : e power of the ſame temptations 

But it is the device of Satan, to ſow onto among the profeſſors 
of religion, tes a5 ber e effectuall e by purpoſes. 
Go aſk. the hackflider how he was induced to compo a in, the very 
thought of ch would once have made him ſhud 2 with horror, 
Perhaps at firſt it was ſu geſted to him, that there is no occaſion 
for ſo much ſtrictneſs; he begins to negle& opportunities fo 

meet ing with his religious connektions, though not at first. e 


ſome uneaſineſs; the company of thoſe, to whom, he before, felt 


. himſelf united by the ſtrongeſt ties, is no lony ger deſired ;, he feels 
_ himſelf like a ſtranger am ngk them, has little e or nothing, is 5 , 


and even longs for t the time by ſeparation. He mixes with nd 


world, where be meets with perſons, who, by indire& hints an 
inſinuations, are endeavouring to {ap the foundations of virtue, and 
to expoſe religion to ridicule, Inſenſibly the temptation takes 


| deeper root, the remonſtran es of conſcience are Rifled, the 
avenues of redreſs are cloſed, * At theſe ſeaſons, when temptations | 


thus preſent themſelyes to the mind, and are gradually relaxing its 
powers, —O for the Warnings reproving voice of a friend, to 
natch from danger, and ſave from ruin! Inſtead of truſting to our 


Hin ſtrength, ſhould we not ſay, * Let the righteous Imite as. 


{carcely ap PRs to him- 


ovingkindnels in the day time. Wait | 
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it mall be a kindneſs ; let him re rove me, it ſhall be like excels 
lent oil which ſhall not break my head. 1 
- Chriſtian commuhion may alſo be conſidered as pleaſant in i s 

as affording conſolation in aſfiction, and in the Tope of death, 
We do not, we will not allow, that pleaſure is only the attendant 
of the gay multitude ; we maintain, on the contrary, that their fan- 
cied delights are all a deluſion ; but the communion of ſaints affords. 
the moſt ſublime and rational pleaſures, Behold how good and how - 
pleaſant it is, for brethreh to dwell together in unity, Friendſhip, thus 
_ cemented by religion, is the balm and the ſolace of life. It is the 
ſource of many delightful emotions in private, and renders public 

worſhip itſelf much more pleaſant, . One 

Trials and diſtreſſes are the common lot of man. We are all tra- 
velling in a vale of ſorrows, and have each of us our reſpective 
burdens; but one chriſtian was not deſigned to be independent of 
another. By the ſympathy of others our burdens are alleviated; 
but affliction falls with redoubled weight upon him who is ready to 
ſay, like 7ob, © Lover and friend haſt thou put far from me. 
You cannot but tecolle& the remarkable words of the prophet 
Malachi, in a time of great diſcouragement, Then they that 
feared the Lord ſpake often one to another, and the Lord hearkened 
and heard, and a book of remembrance was written for them that 
feared the Lord, and thought upon his name. Go you and do like- 
wiſe, This will be the moſt effectual way of fortifying the mind, 
amidſt domeſtic trials, and public calamities, | 

Finally, Conſider chriſtian communion as a preparative for the 
heavenly world. It is not confined within the narrow bounds. of 
mortal exiſtence ; it looks beyond death and the grave, to the period 
when it ſhall beripened to perfection. With what compoſure, there- 
fore, may the dying chriſtian take leave of thoſe, who, in this life, 
have been moſt endeared to him. I am about to be ſeparated from 
you, but ſorrow not as thoſe that have no hope; we ſhall preſently 
meet again, never more to part, I go to join the ſociety of patriarchs, 
and prophets; I ſhall there ſee my friends who are gone beforeme, 
and there we ſhall wait for your arrival.“ Such have often been 
the refle&ions of good men, in the proſpe& of death. _ 

Our limits will not allow usto add what we intended reſpecting 
the means of promoting chriſtian communion ; but we hope, through 
the divine bleſſing, that the above hints may leave ſome ſuitable im- 
preſſions on your minds,—God grant, that, ſenſible of aaa, 
tions to the duty we have been recommending, and encouraged by 
its beneficial tendency, you may cultivate it more and more.— 
40 humility, meekneſs, 7 70 appear in all your conduct! For- 

ake not the aſſembling of yourſelves together, but exhort one an- 


other daily. Be of one mind, live in peace, and the God of love 
and peace ſhall be with you. Amen. my 
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